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INTRODUCTION

To many, texture and anisotropy are somewhat mysterious properties of metals, rocks and other geological materials, cerom-
ics or polymers. Scientists or engineers often study or develop these materials without poying much attention fo these
properties. However, at o later stoge, they may realise that understanding such properties really 'makes o difference’: the
difference between the deep drawability of your steel and that of your compefitor; the potential of being able to detect and
recognise the history of an age-old rock; the ability to really predict the formability of an aluminium alloy sheet.

The 14th International Conference on Textures of Materials (ICOTOM 14) will bring scientists and engineers together who all
foke on interest in fextures and anisofropy: those who have devoted parts of their scienfific careers to developing accurate
methods for the meosurement and analysis of textures; those who have turned to mathemafical methods of quantitative
fexture analysis o make precise predictions of the magnetic properfies of fextured materials or o finite element simulotions
of the pracesses of forming textured materials; those who are gearing up to study this interesfing ospect of their Ph. D. research
projects; and also those who are eager fo learn what is in all this for them and how they can gef access to existing knowledge
and know how.

There will be a series of keynote lectures that will give an overview of how texture and anisotropy can be dealt with for certain
industrial applications, with examples of stute-of-the art achievements. They will be accessible to newcomers to the field, but
will also illustrate possible applicafions fo expe-
rienced researchers in texture and anisofropy.
They will cover fields such os measurement, data
analysis, software, factuol knowledge, various
industrial processes.

In addition to this, there will be invited papers SEEKhafﬁBuwﬂnﬂbilmﬂgméﬂnfﬂﬂﬂﬁnEMHhaEﬂnwpﬁml
that will review the scientific state of the art o We have ciystallographic fexture when the cubes are not randomly oriented!
parficular subfields.
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